Dear Brothers and Sisters,
May the peace of the Lord be with you! 2 Corinthians 12:7-9
“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you…”

Oftentimes, we cannot help but envy other people’s lives while we look down upon our own “imperfect” ones. In reality, there is no one whose life is perfect and faultless. Some people have a loving marriage, a three-digit monthly income, but cannot have children; some people have both looks and talent, wealth and abilities, but cannot find love; some people were born rich, but cannot gain their children and grandchildren’s respect; some people appear to have everything they need in life, yet their minds are always empty. The Bible tells us that the imperfections in life, like a thorn in the flesh, constantly remind us to be humble, to rely on God and His grace and mercy. If we didn’t suffer, we would become proud. Without difficulties, it would be hard for us to sympathize with and comfort the unfortunate. 
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There once was a country whose people were called the Chaldeans, and the Lord did not like them. The Bible says of them, The Chaldeans are “puffed up; his desires are not upright – but the righteous will like by his faith” (Habakkuk2:4). The imperfection we experience is a thorn in the side that constantly urges us to rely on God, resulting in us receiving the joy of the Lord and becoming “righteous” in the eyes of God!
Hebrews 11:6 tells us that “without faith it is impossible to please God.” Philippians 4:4-7 reminds us that in the midst of “thorns” – imperfections and unhappiness – we need to rely on Jesus and “rejoice always…I will say it again: Rejoice!” The way to do this is to “in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present you requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
