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Theology of 1 Kings 18:20-40
The first theological contribution of this text is: We should worship Yahweh not because He will deliver us from troubles, but because He is God, the only true Lord.  
In this narrative, we do not see an intended message that if the Israelites would want to get out of the drought, they should turn to Yahweh instead of Baal. This text of the contest on Mount Carmel did not focus at all on the rain issue. It was about who was the sovereign God. If Yahweh was God, they should worship Yahweh; if Baal was God, they should worship Baal. Fair enough. Who was the real Lord? Who was the real creator? This is a very important attitude that distinguishes a real worshipper from a fake one.  In the Daniel Ch.3 we can see three Jews who refused to worship the image of Nebuchadnezzar obviously demonstrated such an attitude. They answered the King of Babylon, “…… our God whom we serve is able to deliver us ….. and He will deliver us …… But even if He does not, …… we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image …” ( Daniel13:16-18) 
The second theological contribution of this text is: Being able to know God and repent is the result of God’s grace, not our own credits. 
In the narrative, we can clearly see that Yahweh was the One who took the initiative to let His people know who he was; identify who His servant was; and cause the people to repent. “… Thou has turned their hearts back again.” (1 Kings 18: 36-39) This theology of God-enabled-repentance can also be seen in the N.T. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) “He is the one whom God exalted …… to grant repentance to Israel …” (Acts 5:31)

The third theological contribution of this text is: God is a solid reality and He can defend Himself and us if He chooses to; therefore we should not attempt to follow certain rituals in order to cause Him to manifest Himself or look real (such an attitude would demean God).

This text shows some of the details of Baal worship. We can see that the Baal's prophets were trying to get Baal to manifest himself that through some of their traditions i.e. cutting themselves until bleeding. They also tried to intensify the rituals, i.e. dancing and shouting forcibly, but in vain. Baal’s previous "wonders" (if any) might be the result of illusions or deceptions. 2 Thess. 2:9 called those “false wonders”. On the other hand, this text shows that Yaweh is a solid reality; (letting the false prophets go first; using water to wet the offering until the ditches around were all filled with water; Elijah’s simple but confident prayer; God’s sending fire to burn away everything including even the stones) His prophets do not need to defend HIM. He defended His prophets. He initiated everything. He is the One who “works all things after the counsel of His will”. (Eph. 1:11) 
The fourth theological contribution is: The faith of God’s servant is a gift from God. 

The contest portrayed in this text together with the story right after this text revealed that the faith that Elijah had during the Mount’s contest and in praying for rain was a gift from God. It was because his faith almost totally collapsed the next day when he heard that Jezebel “put a price on his head”.  This part is pretty parallel to the experience of John the Baptizer who started to doubt whether or not Jesus was the Messiah when he was imprisoned for doing the right thing and was probably wondering why Jesus didn’t protect him. (Matt. 11) 

The fifth theological contribution is:  A sacrificial offering and the removal of sin are needed for God to reconcile Himself with His people.
It is meaningful to note that when mentioning the part Baal’s prophets played in the contest, the term “burnt offering” was never used. The Baal’s prophets’ only goal was to prove that Baal was able to send fire because they believed Baal was the god in charge of fire. However, when mentioning the part played by Elijah and Yahweh, (vv.33-38) the term “burnt offering” was used twice, one in the beginning and one at the end. “A burnt offering was served to remind people of their depravity, sinful state.” (from Bible.org “The Law of Burnt Offerings (Lev.1 :1-17)” by Bob Deffinbaugh) We know the “burnt offering” is pointing to Jesus, which is needed for all of us to be reconciled with God. It is meaningful to note that though the people confessed “Yahweh is God”, they still needed to obey His command to remove the “sin” (the false prophets) from among them and exterminate them outside (Kishon) of the Holy place (Yahweh’s altar). It is similar to burning the dirty parts of a sin offering outside the camp. (Lev. 4:12)  
 
