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Reviewing the Chinese Almanac & a Strategy of Evangelism
Brief Description


The Chinese Almanac (Tung Shing which means “Winning in All Things”) is a Chinese prediction/foretelling guide and almanac. It consists primarily of a calendar based on the Chinese lunar year. It originated from the Yellow Calendar which, according to legends, were written by the Yellow Emperor thousands of years ago. It changed its form many times across different dynasties and the latest version was edited by the Ching dynasty about three hundreds years ago and was then named the “Book of All Things”. However, the pronunciation of the word ‘book’ in China can also mean ‘losing’. Therefore, the name was changed to “Winning in All Things.


Most of the contents of the book deal with what is suitable to do on each day. Many Chinese families still follow the predictions in this book in picking dates for a wedding, a funeral, etc. As this book is so popular and it claims to be relevant to many areas of life, commercial people have turned the book into tear-off calendars to be published and sold before a new year starts. People read the predictions and advice in the morning and tear off that page at the close of the day. 


In order to use the book, one needs to know the hour, date and year of his or her birth. Then the book will foretell what sort of fate or encounters one can expect for that day. In case the prediction is not favorable, the commentator of the book will give you advice as to how to ‘redeem’ the day. Besides, the book also specifies what activities are suitable and not suitable for that particular day, e.g. taking money out of the bank, starting a business, enrolling oneself in a class, taking a trip, buying a house, meeting with friends, making investments, etc. It is not just about activities. It is immediately relevant to your physical surroundings because it tells you which direction is luckier on a particular day. So a couple may choose to sleep closer to the south window, for instance, so as to have a higher chance of getting pregnant because the god for conception will come that way. Furthermore, the book also lists the lucky numbers of the day and such information is really important to those thinking of buying a lottery ticket or thinking about how many people to invite to a family party. It also divided the 24 hours into twelve 2-hour windows. Some windows are called ‘lucky hours’ while others are ‘tragic hours’. So people should avoid, for instance, scheduling a difficult meeting to happen within the tragic hours.

Sometimes even non-believers will also use the book because it provides a conversion of years and dates between the Chinese lunar year and the common year. More detailed versions of the book list both solar and lunar eclipses, the start of each season and moral stories. It is a mixture of moral, scientific and superstitious information. The book was especially important for the farmers of the old days. 


There are people who call themselves experts on the book but they will interpret the information in the book very differently. They appear on TV or radio to sell their commentaries on the book. The book uses two Chinese systems of classification of people: (1) depending on the year of one’s birth, one is classified as a ‘monkey boy’ or ‘a snake girl’ etc. There are twelve animals rotating in a twelve year cycle; (2) depending on the date and hour of one’s birth, one is classified as ‘having the nature of gold, wood, water, fire or earth’. Based on such classification systems, the listed information from the book and the different interpretations of different commentators, many predictions of things to come and many explanations of past happenings have been offered over the last few thousands of years. For example, a man having the nature of fire should not get married with a lady having the nature of water; otherwise divorce will be the destiny. The advice can be as specific as “on March 27th of 2013, a rat boy should not hang out with a horse girl because the chemistry will be disastrous”.                
The Reason Why I Chose This Book for This Project 

When I interact with many Chinese community members here in Portland, I find that this book has become a significant life manual for them. Unfortunately, I do not have sufficient resources as of now to scientifically prove that point. So I went to the Chinese bookstore in the biggest Asian supermarket on the 82nd between Division and Powell. I saw 5-6 different commentaries on the Chinese Almanac 2013 placed right on the front row of their shelves right at the entrance of the store. Besides, many Chinese families hang a tear-off Chinese Almanac calendar inside their houses or offices. I would take these facts as preliminary evidence to prove that there are a significant number of people who use this book as one of their life manual. As a result of that, we can see two kinds of bad influence among Chinese community members. 


Firstly, the book claims that it provides information of the laws of cause-and-effect pertaining to almost all spheres of life with the focus on the issues of wealth and health. I believe this kind of mentality or belief reinforces certain behaviors leading to certain social problems, e.g. gambling, high risk investments and even abnormal conglomerations social activities. People may use the lucky numbers of the day to play lotteries; some may choose to start a new business though the market is going downhill because the book says “suitable to start a business for people born in the Years of the Horse”; or the society may have difficulty coping with a sudden surge of birth rate due to the fact that the book says it is good to get married and have a baby in the Year of the Dragon. 


Secondly, this book encourages people to justify problems which could have been avoided if they had used more of their common sense. For instance, instead of realizing that one should not have started a business in a soar market, one would think that he or she had overlooked the prediction that a horse person should not partner with a tiger person. 


I hope to find an effective conversational strategy through this project to help people see the differences between using the Chinese Almanac and the Bible as the manual of life. 
Mentality of Chinese Who Believe in the Chinese Almanac 

The popularity of the Chinese Almanac tells us several significant aspects of the believers’ mentality:

1. The well-being of the present life being the focus of attention: The greatest goal for the present life is prosperity in health and wealth. They use the information of the book as guidelines for activities in almost all areas of life, including those areas that do not seem to be related to health and wealth, e.g. marriage and funeral/burial. A properly arranged marriage or funeral/burial according to the guidelines listed in the Almanac will bring about prosperity in health and wealth to the extended family and the descendants. 
2. Going with the Flow Being a Better Choice: Quite many Chinese tend to argue that  the guidelines in the Almanac must have certain validity; otherwise there would not have been so many people using it and so many ‘experts’ writing commentaries on it. Furthermore, it has been used in China for thousands of years. To them, popularity is the strongest proof. If a Chinese sees a long line of people in the street waiting for something, he/she will first join the line before finding out what the line is about.

3. Do not Risk Suffering Losses for not Believing: There is a Chinese saying ‘I’d rather believe it works’. If they do not follow popular advice, the thought ‘what if they are right’ will keep spinning around in their head. If Christianity had not been so exclusive, they would have chosen to be baptized also because they would have got nothing to lose. Their mentality would have been ‘What if the Bible is right and I’ll lose the chance to go to heaven!’ The Chinese Almanac is an ideal book for them to cling to because the book does not ask for one’s loyalty. You are free to believe in anything else.

4. It Works for Us Chinese:  The Chinese believe that there is a big difference between Chinese and Westerners almost in everything. In China and Hong Kong patients have a choice to go to a western-doctor clinic or a Chinese-doctor clinic where herbal medicine is prescribed. If somebody challenges the validity of the Chinese medicine, they will probably respond saying, ‘It may not work for westerners but it works for us Chinese. This is another system of knowledge and the western science cannot prove its effectiveness.’ Similarly, they do not bother asking for scientific proof for the credibility of the predictions in the Chinese Almanac.

5. There are Mysterious Laws in the Universe That Can Account for Many Happenings in the World:  Most Chinese are not interested in finding a moral God who can communicate with people but are eager to find out factors that will bring them prosperity. They believe prosperity is a variable depending on many factors. P=f(A, B, C, D, …) P stands for Prosperity; A date of birth of oneself, B date of birth of one’s spouse, C date and time of a certain life activity, D direction of motion of a certain physical activity, etc. 

6. People Prefer Specific Guidelines to General Principles:  The guidelines provided by the Almanac are specific. People know exactly what to do without the need for speculations. If some rules are not specific enough in certain applications, different ‘experts’ will make them specific in their commentaries. General moral principles like loving each other or glorifying God may not readily appeal to most Chinese. The application of general moral principles requires the help of an active and accurate conscience, but the inner voice of most people have become more and more insensitive.
7. Motive Blindness: It is very obvious to many people that the commentators of the Almanac are doing their jobs to make money. They are not trying to do the right thing to help the world. However, the mentality of most Chinese is ‘I do not care what their motives are. As long as their advice may work for me, I will buy their books’. It has never occurred to them that anything done with an impure motive is impure and should be avoided.              
Analyzing the Chinese-Almanac Mentality with Biblical Wisdom   

First and foremost God does not like such superstitious practices. “You, Lord, have abandoned your people …full of superstitions from the East; they practice divination” (NIV Isaiah 2:6). The commentators of the Chinese Almanac are just like the false prophets serving the idols that God hates. Most of them are doing it for money and fame. People will be more and more alienated from God and His truth if they keep indulging themselves in these practices.  

Secondly, the future will be gloomy if people are forsaking their interest in finding the truth. It will be a disaster when people stop asking, ‘How to prove it?’ Even some Chinese Christians encourage people to ‘just believe’ without asking ‘how to prove it’. ‘When it works for you, you will know it is true,’ they say. This is the logic employed by the false prophets. Christianity is unique because it is not a make-believe system. It has the strongest proof compared with all other religions, i.e. the historical crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. ‘… The Wicked One will come with the power of Satan and perform all kinds of false miracles and wonders, and use every kind of wicked deceit on those … did not welcome and love the truth’ (2 Thess. 9-10)

Thirdly, actually the commentators and the believers of the Chinese Almanac are worshipping the strongest idol of all ages ‘Prosperity without God’. “… they think that religion is a way to become rich ... the love for money is the source for all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:5-10). If one is going to challenge the power of this idol, one has to do it with a pure motive and pray for the protection from God because it is not going to be easy.

Strategy of Sharing the Gospel with People Believing in the Chinese Almanac

I will try to use this conversational strategy to share the gospel with those who believe in the Chinese Almanac:

1. The other day I went to a Chinese bookstore and I was surprised to see six or seven different commentaries on the Chinese Almanac 2013 placed right in the front row of the book shelves. I was wondering why the books were so attractive to Chinese. Do you have any ideas? (the person would probably tell me how handy the guidelines of the book are)

2. But I heard stories about people following the advice of the book but still getting sick or losing money in their business or seeking a divorce or waiting for a lawsuit, etc. (the person may try to rationalize the ‘mishap’ by one of the arguments: (a) probably they looked at one piece of advice but missed another piece of advice; (b) probably they picked a cheap commentary; (c) the Almanac may work for some people but not all)
3. It seems that you have quite much confidence in the book. Can you share with me some of your experiences as to how the book has blessed your life? (the person may share with me something positive for which he/she gives credits to the book)

4. Interesting! You know – my older brother died at the age of 37. About two years before he died, he stopped believing in those things. Many of his friends were also believers of the Chinese Almanac and often recommended famous commentators to him. He took some of their advice and after several years his business did thrive. But who knows! Maybe it was the result of his own hard work. Unfortunately, when his business was at its highest peak, he was diagnosed with cancer which spread fast. That’s when he stopped believing in that stuff. (the person may tell me similar stories of his acquaintances or himself/herself or just remain silent)
5.  But I am thankful to God because he started reading the Bible and praying to God when he was in great pain. I remember how I bought him a Bible with big Chinese characters and then I started reading the Lord’s prayer to him over and over again. He felt good and soon he fell asleep. When he woke up, he said, “I have never had such a good sleep for months.” (If the person is very interested in the story, I will go on and tell the whole story of my brother’s conversion which will explain the whole gospel. If he is not that interested, I will go to point #6)  

6. Actually do you know that the Chinese Almanac is only popular among the Chinese but the Bible has been the best seller for hundreds of years all over the world? You know and I know that the famous commentators sell their books just for money. But many people give money to print hundreds and thousands of bibles to give people for free. Those people have found peace and joy and the meaning of life in the Bible and would like other people to find what they have found. (the person may ask, ‘There are other religious groups giving out their ‘bibles’ too; how do we know which one is the truth?’ ) 
7. You are right. We cannot just believe in anything. Some people just want to make money out of us; while other honest people want to share with us what they believe. Proof is important. If all religions have got strong proof that their gods are true gods, I will be confused and not sure. But as far as I know, only Jesus Christ came back to life and many people saw him ascend to the sky and disappear. The Bible says, ‘Christ’s resurrection proved that He is the Son of God.’           
