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 Reading Report – The Central Role of Judah in Genesis 37-50 
The article has made me take a closer look at the character changes that Judah had experienced. I used to be a little confused when trying to figure out why the oldest son Reuben was heavily condemned while Judah was greatly blessed by Jacob at his deathbed prophecy.  I thought there was only one record of Reuben’s misdeed (Gen. 35:22) regarding his sleeping with his father’s servant woman Bilhah while there were multiple records of Judah’s immoral behavior. Also in the event of killing or selling Joseph, Reuben seemed to be the only one wanting to save Joseph and return him to their father. This article drew my attention to the different natures of sin and the extents of their repentance. Reuben shamed his father, which was disastrous; and there was no clue in Genesis indicating that he had had gone through a complete turn-around. On the other hand, most of Judah’s misdeeds were related to his opportunism and there were clear evidence that the Lord had successfully worked on Judah to turn him around. Symbolically the Lord had given him two sons, one named Perez meaning “breaking through” and one named Zerah meaning “dawn”. He played the role of a spokesperson in the event of being tested by Joseph and successfully gained the forgiveness and acceptance of Joseph. It showed that by the grace of God Judah had completely turned around. It was a great story of reconciliation and I also learned something new, i.e. the largest two tribes in Israel were the tribes of Judah and Joseph. So such a story development as written by Moses would surely have brought greater unity within the Israelites.                       
