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Expositional Summary of Mark 3:1-6
In order to take the most out of this text, we need to understand (1) why Mark wrote the book; (2) the historical information underlining this particular narrative; (3) what goes before and after this particular happening; and (4) how the story is narrated to bring out a big idea that can tie in with the context to develop the whole theme of the book.

William Barclay wrote, “Mark’s aim was to give a picture of Jesus as he was.” (Barclay p.5) As Mark had been very close to those who were witnesses to Jesus’ life (like Peter, the Apostle) and as the gospel had already spread to many parts of the Roman Empire producing many gentile believers, he wanted to tell the facts of Jesus’ life in the simplest and most realistic way, giving readers an impression that those narratives were not fairy tales and Jesus was a real person with like passions with us though he demonstrated divine qualities. Therefore, even in this brief text, we can see how Jesus was angry and grieved like a man, and also demonstrated His divine power as the Son of God. 
When studying the above text, one would ask: (1) At the time of Jesus, what was the usual dynamic of interaction inside a synagogue when there was a visiting teacher? (2) Why did the act of healing the patient on the Sabbath become a lightning rod? (3) Who are the Herodians and why did the religious leaders take counsel with them?

At the time of Jesus, different Jewish groups (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essences, Priests and Levites, Scribes, etc.) did not necessarily agree with each other. Therefore, when there was a visiting teacher in a synagogue, a deputation from the Sanhedrin would scrutinize the visitor’s teaching and every action. The Jewish leaders taught that not doing any work on the Sabbath had to be strictly followed. Therefore when Jesus healed the patient, He was openly challenging their teaching and their authority. Lastly, the Jewish communities were under the sovereignty of Roman Empire. Though the religious leaders didn’t like Jesus’ teaching and influence, they couldn’t sentence Him to anything. Therefore they had to take counsel with the “unclean” Herodians (those people under the umbrella of Herod Antipas, the Ruler of this client state) to remove Jesus. These elements in this text allowed gentile believers to understand clearly why a Jew with such divine power was so much hated by his fellow Jews.
In Mark Chapter 1 and 2 we can see how Jesus progressively revealed who he actually was and what he was going to do, and how different people reacted to His words and behaviors. At first, the Jews might think perhaps He was a very gifted Rabbi (1:22). In Chapter two, we can see that as He continued to be Himself without compromising His character and direction, he was beginning to define Himself more and more specifically through the disagreements with the other Jewish religious leaders. The gathering storm of confrontation was forming, but it is the narrative of this text which allows us to see how the emerging conflicts and tension between Jesus and the religious leaders were crystallized into this particular explosive confrontation. Right after that incident, Jesus increased His activities so aggressively that even His relatives were concerned about His mental status.         

Even in this text we can sense the intensiveness of Jesus’ ministry. Two words frequently appeared in this book, "again" and “immediately”. We can find these two words in this brief text.  Through Mark’s vivid description we can see the intensiveness of an explosive confrontation. The brief text can be divided into 4 parts: (1) Jesus went into the enemies’ camp; (2) Jesus made his preaching public; (3) Heart breaking results; (4) Jesus declared war on the Pharisees. The big idea in the text is: Jesus confronted the unrighteous traditions upheld by the Jewish leaders with the principle of love in words and actions which triggered off a campaign leading to his sacrifice.  
This big idea helps to develop the theme of the whole book which is: The gospel is being preached because Jesus really came and demonstrated to us through His intensive ministry that He is the Messiah. The Jewish leaders rejected him and sought to kill him (v.6: the Pharisees “immediately” went out and took counsel with the Herodians to remove Jesus), but they didn’t know that through His death, salvation would be made available to the whole humanity. All these were real and Jesus’ mission was to expose and destroy the works of the evils (for this reason the text (v.1) says he went into the synagogue “again”) through His intensive ministry in which He labored with urgency as the servant of man despite the fact that He is the Messiah, the Creator, the Son of God and the King of the Universe.      
